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A DISSECTION AND TISSUE CULTURE MANUAL OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. Edited by
Abraham Shahar, Jean de Vellis, Antonia Vernadakis, and Bernard Haber. New
York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1989. 371 pp. $75.50.
This manual contains concise and well-written procedures which would be useful to
anyone performing laboratory research on the nervous system. It contains 90 proce-
dures, which are grouped into ten sections. The first section contains dissection
procedures. The next six sections concern the establishment of primary cultures of
organotypic explant, astrocyte, oligodendrocyte, neuronal, schwann cell, and reaggre-
gate cultures. The last three sections describe methods used to study cells in culture.
These include in situ hybridization, immunofluorescence, and in vitro bioassays.
Each of the procedure outlines begins with a short introduction, followed by the
protocol and then by references. Many ofthe outlines are written in step form and are
accompanied by diagrams of the procedures and/or micrographs of the resulting
neural cultures.
A major problem with this book is that the reader must possess some laboratory
experience in the neurosciences. The volume was intended to be a guide by experts for
those with limited experience in the field. Some of the procedures, such as in situ
hybridization and the culturing of neural cells, seem easy to follow; however, the
dissection procedures did not seem as simple as written in the manual. Since the
chapters of this book are written by many authors, their quality varies. Some
procedures areeasy tofollow, whileothers arelacking indetail. Eachchapter, however,
does provide references, which should make up for any lack ofdetail in the individual
chapters.
This volume would be useful to any investigator in neurobiology as a comprehensive
guide to the many procedures being performed in the study of neural cells. As the
number ofscientists who become interested in the neurosciences increases, so does the
demand for manuals or "recipe books." A book such as this serves an important
function by providing a collection of up-to-date protocols for scientists to follow and
examine.
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ATLAS OF CONTEMPORARY OPHTHALMIC SURGERY. Edited by Henry M. Clayman.
Philadelphia, Mosby Inc., 1990. 1,060 pp. $130.00.
The numerous advances made in ophthalmic surgical procedures have certainly
necessitated a new text that clearly describes and summarizes the progress made in the
field. Atlas of Contemporary Ophthalmic Surgery fills this need nicely. Although
called an atlas, the book is much more than a set of pictures and diagrams; included
and described are the etiology of illnesses, typical clinical histories, differential
diagnoses, post-operative patient management, and possible complications involved in
the surgical procedures.
The book is divided into eight parts: corneal surgery, cataract surgery, glaucoma
surgery, strabismus surgery, vitreous surgery, retinal surgery, and ophthalmic plastic
surgery as well as orbital surgery. Black-and-white diagrams are presented on the
right-hand pages with accompanying text on the left-hand pages. Many of the viewsBOOK REVIEWS 337
diagrammed are drawn as they would appear under an operating microscope. Flow
charts that enumerate the factors involved in the decision to operate are included, as
are algorithms describing treatment procedures.
Among the techniques described and illustrated are scleral buckling in retinal
surgery and correction of refraction through keratotomy in corneal surgery. Also
covered are various uses of lasers in such surgical procedures as laser techniques in
glaucoma surgery and laser photocoagulation in the treatment ofdetached retinas. The
implantation techniques ofintraocular lenses after lens removal in cataract surgery are
dealt with as well. These are but a few ofthe many procedures incorporated.
Atlas ofContemporary Ophthalmic Surgery is a beautifully illustrated volume that
describes all the latest advances in ophthalmic surgical procedures as well as the more
conventional techniques. Its organization is logical, and the 1,539 illustrations are
large, clear, instructive, and easy to follow. An adequate bibliography is included for
further reading. The volume should serve as an excellent reference for residents and
experienced ophthalmologists alike.
ALBERT ASSAD
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CLINICAL DERMATOLOGY: A COLOR GUIDE TO DIAGNOSIS AND THERAPY. Second
Edition. By Thomas P. Habif. St. Louis, MO, The C.V. Mosby Company, 1990. 756
pp. No price.
In the second edition ofClinical Dermatology, Thomas Habifexpands and improves
upon his first edition, published five years ago. As Habifstates in the preface, the text is
written for the practicing physician. Yet, with its hundreds of color photographs and
descriptions as well as extensive therapeutic information, it serves as a valuable
reference for both house officers and medical students.
Thevolume is not designed as a comprehensive textbook but rather as a combination
ofa picture atlas and a dermatology handbook. The first two chapters are intended for
the student, with the first covering principles and techniques of examination and
diagnosis and the second discussing topical therapy. The next 23 chapters present
various categories ofdermatologic lesions. Common diseases are covered in depth and
frequently shown at different stages. Numerous tables and charts help to summarize
the essential information, and an extensive list of references follows each chapter. The
text concludes with one chapter on cutaneous manifestations of internal diseases and
one on dermatologic surgical procedures.
Habif has made several additions and modifications in this new edition. In view of
the changing epidemiology of infectious diseases, he has added a chapter on sexually
transmitted viral infections. Included in this chapter are an extensive list and many
pictures of the cutaneous manifestations of AIDS. Moreover, the author provides a
section on Lyme disease, another clinical entity that has become more prevalent in the
last five years. Surgical techniques have also progressed, and Habif discusses the
dermatologic use oflasers in his final chapter.
Throughout the text, the author has added several color diagrams, including a few
by Frank Netter. As one might imagine, the Netter drawings not only convey key
information clearly but also enhance the edition stylistically. Expanding the appendix,